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Assembly. “Even if we cannot reach a comprehensive settlement ourselves, we must accept that our interests are best met, and our futures secured, through a negotiated two-state solution,” he said. Obama said Israel “does not view peace as a means to checkmate its security” and that “the Palestinian people must have a sovereign state of their own”. Obama said

Israel wants a “breathing space” during which time it can consolidate its democratic institutions. “It is time to recognize that Israel is not only a regional power, but also a global one,” he said. Meanwhile, Israel has vowed to forge ahead with construction of 700 new housing units in East Jerusalem, a move that could inflame tensions with the Palestinians. “We will
continue to build in Jerusalem,” said the Israeli prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, after a cabinet meeting Sunday. Netanyahu’s spokesman said the decision would be implemented “in a manner that safeguards the well-being of the residents of Jerusalem,” reported the AP. The latest construction came after Israel approved plans for 1,000 housing units in Arab east

Jerusalem. Netanyahu also said he would recommend construction for 350 more units in the west of the city, a move that would further shrink the territory of the Palestinian Authority. The Palestinians claim East Jerusalem as the capital of their future state, while Israel regards the entire city as its capital. In a separate development, meanwhile, there was a renewed
effort to reach a UN-sponsored peace deal between Israel and the Palestinians. The UN secretary-general, Ban Ki-moon, announced a high-level international contact group on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The announcement came after a UN Security Council resolution that demanded a return to negotiations. Later Sunday, the Palestinian Foreign Minister, Riad Malki,

said he would not return to the negotiation table without Israel releasing Palestinian security prisoners first. Speaking to local television, Malki said the president of the Palestinian Authority, Mahmoud Abbas, had c6a93da74d
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